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January 4th 2022

Happy New Year all our CYB families

I hope you all managed to get the rest and family time you hoped for over Christmas.  It was a challenge once again with the virus affecting so many of us.

I have been busy assessing staffing levels to see if we have sufficient staff to open fully.  We are short in some areas but we have enough at this point to open all classes from Thursday 6th January.  Some classes will have supply staff. As you know it is increasingly difficult to find supply staff at this time and whilst we do not want to move to remote learning, we are trying to prepare for both face to face and remote learning just in case should we affected by the Omicron variant and Covid cases.  I will do all I can to open if I can safely do so. Things are changing daily so please appreciate things can rapidly alter as people fall ill. We will have to take each day at a time.
In school we are already updating our risk assessments and ensuring all the recommended mitigations are in place to reduce contacts, limit the spread of the virus and keep us all safe. These include good hand hygiene, ventilation, maintaining contact groups as far as possible, CO2 monitors in all classes, classroom organisation, face coverings for adults as applicable etc.  If your child is unwell please keep them home and inform us. 
As it stands today, all classes will be open on Thursday 6th January using the usual gates and start times.  Staff will be available to receive children from 8.35am to prevent gathering outside the gates. We do not think we need to reintroduce a staggered start at this point if adults socially distance and wear face coverings outside and children start to come in from 8.35am to the different areas. We are asking for a drop to staff and go approach. At the end of the day, one class will need to come out a few minutes earlier to prevent crowding at Gate 2. Only Dosbarth Melyn 1/2 Class with Mrs Jones/Miss Williams will be affected with this staggered finish. Other classes will end at 3.00pm, our usual time.  We will revert to class bubbles and staggered break-times whilst we are at the very high alert levels as we need to keep contacts to minimal levels.

Our Year 1/2 class ends a few minutes earlier 2.55pm as a temporary measure. They will not lose teaching time as we can adapt our day.
If we do need to move to remote learning, we will check with you what devices you have available and how to access the learning. This would be for the minimum amount of time necessary as we all want face to face learning. If we do need to close a contact group I would work with you if you are a critical worker to see how we can support you. Please make sure we have your latest mobile number and that you are signed up to Seesaw to ensure you get all our messages. 
Breakfast Club will not run this week due to reduced staffing capacity but we will make cereal bars and fruit available to those who need it. We are hopeful that Breakfast Club will restart on Monday 10th January but are awaiting updates from Catering. Please be mindful that if you choose to use Breakfast Club provision then your child may increase contacts.  This is also true for those who use the school transport services. We expect school bus and taxis to run as usual. If this changes we will update you as services feel the pressure of staff absences. School meals will continue as normal.
Mrs Ligthart’s Running Club is paused at this time to reduce contacts.
Testing and Isolation Changes: You may also have heard that testing and isolation changes have been made for close contacts of a positive case. If your child is unwell they should remain at home. If they have any of the 3 main symptoms then they should stay off and you arrange a PCR test. If your child is a close contact of a positive case then it is strongly advised that your child undertakes LFD tests for 7 days to try and prevent spreading infection more widely in the school. Under 5’s are not routinely advised to have testing unless you and your GP deem this necessary.
Positive cases: If any member of your household has tested positive for COVID-19, we also recommend that children 5 and over should take a daily lateral flow test every day for seven days. This should start on the day a member of your household is confirmed positive from a lateral flow or PCR test result. Lateral flow tests can be collected free of charge from pharmacies or ordered online. Schools do not yet have supplies for families.  Staff will be undertaking LFD tests 3 times a week. Children in primary school are not expected to routinely test unless they are identified as a close contact and start their daily testing for 7 days.  If this is the case TTP will contact you. If you are not sure, give us a ring.
Anyone with a positive test result should follow the rules set out at gov.wales/self‑isolation. If the test is negative, your child can return to school as soon as they feel better.   Isolation for positive cases is currently 7 days with lateral flow testing on day 6 and day 7. If no symptoms and 2 negative tests on those days, children may return to school. This advice is subject to change. 
As a school we are not always aware of personal circumstances and there may be adults or children with conditions that increase the risk from COVID-19 in your household or extended contact group. You may choose to limit contact with anyone at greater risk from the effects of COVID-19 infection as a precaution. 

We will continue to work together as this latest surge of infection affects our community once again. Safety and education is our priority.  

Finally, if you are worried, confused or think you’ll need a device for your child should we move to remote learning please contact us. We value your comments and contributions so that we can safely navigate this difficult time once again. We are starting the term with all classes open to face to face learning but we need to remain vigilant and please note this could change if staff fall ill and I am unable to replace with supply staff.
Thank you once again for your support and understanding. Stay safe.
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Mrs J Smith

Headteacher
