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Christmas Newsletter 2021
Another exciting term for all here at Coed Y Brain. Many thanks once again for your active support in what has been a huge challenge with the impact of Covid on our community and staffing especially. It is fair to say we have all rallied together and not had to close classes despite some tricky times. I know we all want to get safely to Christmas to enjoy the holidays we hope for with our loved ones.
Christmas Concerts & Crafts
The staff and children have been busy singing, dancing and sharing the nativity. Teachers will share the recordings with you via a link on Seesaw. They are bringing home their enterprising crackers, logs, baubles and shiny offerings to celebrate. Thank you for supporting us by buying their creations. They are simply joyful.
Events and activities
Many thanks to everyone who made special events happen this term. We had the inflatable obstacle course that got us competing and laughing together. Some of our children visited the farm at Playworks The Meadows and made great friends with goats and guinea pigs. Our youngest learners met Santa at Popplewood. PC Maddeley has been in to classes to help keep us safe and learn about social media and cyberbullying. We enjoyed Kerbcraft albeit virtually.  Kidscape visited us and worked with classes on our antibullying strategy. Y56 also work with the Hate Crime Project and were outstanding understanding diversity and tolerance. We have enjoyed the cinema with an exclusive whole screen Covid safe viewing!  We have been busy learning about bridges, rivers, all things magical with plenty of curiosity and STEM activities.  We have taken part in Cross Country at a school and local level and enjoyed a successful running club too.  Our Y6 girls visited Lewis Girls’ School and made poppies for the remembrance garden.   Caerphilly Music service has worked with junior children this term learning beautiful Welsh songs and some fun singing times have been had!  The Health team have been in with the flu vaccines and we had a great take up across the school. 
We also wore purple to celebrate Developmental Language Disorder Awareness Day and spotty dotty happy clothes for Children in Need. Thank you for all your support.
Looking to next term we have Cardiff City Premier School staff delivering training to Y456 over the term.  There will be an afterschool football club hopefully too. More news to follow in the new year.

Snoopy and the Dogs’ Trust
We are supporting a Snoopy Dog Trail across Caerphilly and will be raising money for this worthy cause. We have held a competition in school and our winning design will be painted on our Snoopy sculpture next term before he goes off to form part of a local sculpture trail. More news and fundraising will follow in the new year.

Attendance

We continue to work hard to improve our attendance despite the pressures of illness and isolation for Covid.  Please help us by ensuring your child arrives on time and inform us on the first day of any absence. 

Staff News

We are pleased to welcome Miss Bloor to join Mrs Thomas in 45T.  Miss Bloor has already been working in CYB this term and we are delighted she will be working alongside Mrs Thomas from January. Mrs Thomas will teach 2 days and Miss Bloor will teach 3.  Mrs Thomas will still be here working hard to support ALN across our school.
Mrs Coates will work with Y34 alongside the current teachers.
Curriculum News

We continue to drive forward our new curriculum and we will be sharing more next term and inviting your comments and feedback.  This is an exciting time. 
Dates and the return in January 2022
We were due to return on 4th January 2022. However today the WG minister has set out a delay to the term due to the fast developing Omicron situation. This information has only just come in and we will need to make new arrangements. See letter attached.
16/12/2021

Update for new Term, PLANNING DAYS ANNOUNCED
Covid, Staffing, New term start date January 2022

This morning, all headteachers in Wales were informed by the Minister for Education that schools should close to pupils for the first two days of January term (Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th January). The closure is to allow schools appropriate planning time to assess staffing capacity and who is available, refine our risk assessment and make any changes to the school site, plan for learners to return to school safely, ensure there is a robust plan in place for any potential move to blended/online learning. 

The minister wrote

 ‘Our collective priority continues to be to minimise the disruption to education, and ensure where possible learners continue to receive in person learning, as well as protecting school staff and learners. 

We know that during this school term, there has been disruption due to staff absence which has resulted in some schools having to make the difficult decision to move certain classes/year groups to remote learning for short periods. In recognition of this, and the current levels of uncertainty regarding the impact of Omicron, I want to provide schools with as much clarity now as I can to enable you to plan and prepare for the return in January.  Therefore, I am providing all schools with two planning days at the start of the new spring term, this will allow you time to assess staffing capacity and put the necessary measures in place to support the return of learners.’
I know you will be disappointed with the news that we are required to change the start of term but please be assured that the planning days will be utilised to plan, organise, assess and ensure safety for all. The situation is fast developing and things may yet change.  We will have to make significant changes to the way we operate now so that we open safely with mitigations for a ‘very high risk’ level. Given the uncertainty of issues we may need to pause breakfast club.

We will update you as soon as we can with any plans following the Christmas period. Currently we will aim to return from 6th January 2022 but this will depend on the staffing levels and risk assessment.  It may be that some classes may have to move to remote online learning.  We of course will not know this until we assess in January.  At this point normal school times will remain.
I sincerely hope we are all back with face to face learning as soon as possible.
Like other headteachers I am linking with Contact Tracing Team at the start of next week so that I can share any contacts of any positive cases and if that turns out to be Omicron then all contacts will be required to isolate for 10 days regardless of vaccination status. 

Many thanks for your continued support once again in the most difficult circumstances. Wishing you a very merry Christmas! Nadolig llawen. Enjoy the holidays and please stay safe.
Mrs J. Smith 
