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Wider reopening of school from 22nd February 2021

   






9th February 2021


Dear Parent/Carer,

The Welsh Government announced last week that whilst Covid restrictions are in place and will continue at Alert 4, our youngest learners may return to school in the week after half term but older children will continue to learn remotely at this time.  We are very pleased to start to welcome more learners back face to face.

Guidance has been issued today and I am now able to finalise the school risk assessment and set out how we may begin a return for pupils in Foundation Phase as safely as possible.

We are staggering the return for safety and to refamiliarise the children with our hand hygiene regimes and school routines etc.  I have had to change the days of start and the start times to build up to all back safely. Staggered for the first week from 22nd Feb then all in all days, full time the next week from 1st March.
	After half term
	22nd Feb
	23rd
	24th
	25th
	26th

	FP
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Rec & Y12
	Group A
	Group A
	Group B
	Group B
	all

	Nursery
	N/A
	Risers
	Group A
	Group B
	all


On Monday 22nd February half of Reception (Mrs Morgan’s class) and half of Y12 (Mrs Jones/Miss Williams’ class) will return. They will come to their usual gates at 8.55 am and end at 3.10pm.

The classes are split into half with half in on the Monday and Tuesday and half in on the Wednesday and Thursday. They will all be in together on the Friday.  Teachers will send a Seesaw message of which group you are in.  Group A will be in Monday, Tuesday and Friday; Group B will be in Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  In Mrs Jones/Williams’ Class Y2 will be the Group A, Y1 Group B.
Our regular nursery children will be split in half with half returning Wednesday and Friday and the other half returning Thursday and Friday. Mrs Pesci will send a Seesaw message of which group you are in.

New starters, our Risers will come in for 1 hr on Tuesday 23rd February. Come to gate 1 at 8.45 am.  It will be quiet and a small group to get used to the nursery space before others return. They will stay just 1 hour to start for their first visit. They can return on Friday to join the rest of our nursery children for a full session, 8.45 – 11.15am.
It is expected that all children will return from their allocated start day from after half term and remote learning  will not be offered as an alternative unless your child is shielding.

	 
Start times for after half term
 
N start 8.45 – 11.15  Gate 1

	Rec start 8.55 – 3.10  Gate 1

	Y1/2 start 8.55 – 3.10  Gate 2


Do’s

Please wear a mask to drop/collect your child.

Please socially distance outside whilst waiting.

Please space yourself along the pavement and not on the road.

Please note the start and end times so that you are not waiting too long.
Please send in a packed lunch and water bottle for the first week back as catering will not start until March 1st. FSM deliveries will continue to homes.
Please be patient as staff won’t be able to provide much remote learning as they will be here teaching the groups in school and so messages may take longer to be answered.

Don’t’s

Please do not share lifts.

Please do not meet others outside school.

Please no play dates or sleepovers.
Please stay home if unwell, just ring us and tell us.

The Guidance states:

Although we are now in a position where we can support our youngest children

to return to face to face learning, continuing with limited attendance and remote learning for all other learners does not suggest that schools and colleges are no longer safe places; education settings do not pose an increased risk to teachers or children. Instead, this is about continuing to limit the amount of community transmission. The intention is to proceed cautiously to ensure rates of COVID-19 do not start growing exponentially again. During this time the other current Welsh Government Restrictions for alert level 4 will continue to remain in place. Outside of school it will be important that all staff, children and their families continue to stay at home as much as possible and limit their contact with others. We recognise the vital role education plays and that is why education is being prioritised in any headroom that is available.
We have strict ‘bubbles’ and areas for learning, playing, eating etc.  Cleaning is enhanced throughout the day.  Things are not back to normal but we are very serious about making the return as safe as possible for children, families and staff.  Please help us to reduce contacts so that we can stay open for longer and also bring back our older children too. This is essential as a whole community.
Many thanks for how hard you have worked to continue caring and helping with home learning in the toughest of times.  Thank you also for your support and comments about how staff have worked tirelessly.  I am very grateful to you all and my amazing staff.  We are all shattered and in need of half term to recuperate and get ready for the next challenges.  Please stay safe.

We look forward to seeing our younger pupils back after half term.  Older pupils, we hope it won’t be too long. Take care everyone.   If you have any questions, please ring.
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Mrs J Smith

Headteacher
