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Wider reopening of school from 22nd February 2021 for N to Y2 pupils
11th February 2021


Dear Parent/Carer,

The Welsh Government announced last week that whilst Covid restrictions are in place and will continue at Alert 4, our youngest learners may return to school in the week after half term but older children will continue to learn remotely at this time.  We are very pleased to start to welcome more learners back face to face in addition to the 57 children of critical workers and vulnerable learners .  Children in the Foundation Phase classes will come back in groups from the first week back after half term and to full attendance by the end of the week, continuing fully the next week too.    All pupils in our SRBs can continue to attend fully as vulnerable learners.
The Guidance states:

Although we are now in a position where we can support our youngest children

to return to face to face learning, continuing with limited attendance and remote learning for all other learners does not suggest that schools and colleges are no longer safe places; education settings do not pose an increased risk to teachers or children. Instead, this is about continuing to limit the amount of community transmission. The intention is to proceed cautiously to ensure rates of COVID-19 do not start growing exponentially again. During this time the other current Welsh Government Restrictions for alert level 4 will continue to remain in place. Outside of school it will be important that all staff, children and their families continue to stay at home as much as possible and limit their contact with others. We recognise the vital role education plays and that is why education is being prioritised in any headroom that is available.
We have strict ‘bubbles’ and areas for learning, playing, eating etc.  Cleaning is enhanced throughout the day.  Things are not back to normal but we are very serious about making the return as safe as possible for children, families and staff.  Please help us to reduce contacts so that we can stay open for longer and also bring back our older children too as soon as possible. This is essential as a whole community. If prevalence of the virus increases then the headroom for school reopening will be lost and we will be back to remote learning for longer which is not what any of us want.
Children in Y3-6 will continue with remote learning

Of course, older children have our dedicated support too.  Many of you have let us know how motivating the live sessions are as well as supporting learning.  If you are not joining in yet please check with your child’s teacher via Seesaw so they can signpost you to the links on the right days.  There is no news yet on when junior children can return. The WG will review after half term.
Free School Meals

Deliveries will continue to home addresses of those children in KS2 for the foreseeable future.  Catering in school will start from March 1st .

Wifi access

I have some free BT codes for wifi access till July.  Please contact me or your class teacher if this will help you at this time.

Provision for critical workers continues  
Remember you need to apply via CCBC. https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/Services/Coronavirus/Emergency-school-provision-for-keyworkers.  Spaces are for the days/hours you work not fully as we still need to reduce contacts where possible. We ask that children who attend the provision part time still complete their remote learning on the days they are at home

Thank you

Many thanks for how hard you have worked to continue caring and helping with home learning in the toughest of times.  Thank you also for your support and comments about how staff  have worked tirelessly.  I am very grateful to you all and my amazing staff.  We are all shattered and in need of half term to recuperate and get ready for the next challenges.  

Do’s

Please wear a mask to drop/collect your child.

Please socially distance outside whilst waiting.

Please space yourself along the pavement and not on the road.

Please note the start and end times so that you are not waiting too long.
Please send in a packed lunch and water bottle for the first week back as catering will not start until March 1st. FSM deliveries will continue to homes.
Please be patient as staff won’t be able to provide much remote learning as they will be here teaching the groups in school and so messages may take longer to be answered.

Please link with us on Seesaw and complete work on Google Classroom. Communicate with us so we know how you are and how learning is going.

Please be aware that use of the school bus places your child in another contact bubble.

Don’ts

Please do not share lifts.

Please do not meet others outside school.

Please no play dates or sleepovers.
Please stay home if unwell, just ring us and tell us.

Take care everyone.  Please stay safe.
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Mrs J Smith

Headteacher
