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January 10th 2021
Dear Parents and carers, 

It has been an extremely difficult start to 2021 with Wales at alert level 4, and schools moving to remote learning due to increased transmission of the new COVID-19 strain.  It is not the start to the new year we hoped for. However, we are determined to make it work.
Thank you all for the commitment to our remote blended learning so far.  We know it is hugely challenging. Please contact us if you have problems accessing our blended learning for any reason including no device or connectivity. The school site may be closed for most learners but we have not stopped teaching and learning.  Despite being impacted by shielding and illness, my dedicated staff are still working hard to provide quality learning for our children.
How long will we be remote learning?

The Welsh Government has confirmed that most learners will continue to learn remotely and vulnerable children and children of critical workers will have access to on-site provision, until at least the end of January.  At that point, unless the rates of community transmission in Wales reduce significantly by 29 January, most students in schools will continue working remotely until the February half term. The Welsh Government has stated, ‘We are taking this action because the new variant is far more infectious and is leading to increased numbers of people falling ill and being hospitalised.’

Critical Workers

If you are a critical worker and have no other options but to take up an onsite place then you must apply centrally via the local authority.  Please only take the place for the days you need so that we can reduce transmission risks by keeping new bubbles small. Criteria and application form can be found via this link https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/Services/Coronavirus/Emergency-school-provision-for-keyworkers.
Vulnerable Children

We are also open for face to face learning for children in our special needs resource bases and for other children who are vulnerable.

Free School Meals

These will be delivered to homes of those families who are eligible.  For those who will come in to school, please make a packed lunch to bring with you as the canteen is closed at the moment.

Staffing and new bubbles

We are monitoring staffing levels so that we can have small groups of children in school for face to face learning from the two groups above.  Our staffing levels are reduced.  Children of critical workers and vulnerable children are currently grouped into new bubbles to keep numbers low and reduce the risk of transmission.  Staff are in small bubble teams.  If a member of that bubble were to become Covid positive then the whole bubble will have to isolate as was the case before.  We continue with regular reviews of our risk assessment and good hand hygiene, ventilation, small groups etc.  Pupils who come into school at this time must be well, bring a packed lunch and water bottle and wear plenty of layers. If demand for places exceeds our capacity I will contact you to discuss our options.
Children learning remotely

Classteachers are managing teaching in school for the critical worker children and vulnerable learners as well as providing remote blended learning for those not on site.  This is a demanding task, as well as some of us managing our own home learning.  Please get in touch if you cannot access our learning offer for any reason.  We want to keep pupil skills building and maintain wellbeing.  This is about learning not just activities. If you are worried, get in touch.  If you are doing well, stay in touch!  
Please keep in touch via Seesaw.  If we haven’t heard from you, we will ring. If we cannot reach you we will make a referral to the Education Welfare Service.  If we don’t hear from you, we worry.  Please help us by keeping in touch at least weekly.
I shall, of course, continue to keep you fully updated of the situation as it develops. Please stay safe.
Yours sincerely
Mrs J Smith

Head Teacher

