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4th January  2021
IMPORTANT UPDATE ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR RETURN TO SCHOOL IN JANUARY FOLLOWING ANNOUNCEMENT TONIGHT BY WELSH GOVERNMENT
URGENT LETTER FROM CCBC

Dear Parent,

Happy New Year to you all and I firstly would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing patience and co-operation regarding the situation in our schools.

You will be aware of ongoing discussions at a national level between the government, local authorities and teaching unions about re-opening our schools in the safest way possible in order to protect pupils and staff.

We all agree that the health and wellbeing of the whole school community is paramount and discussions have been taking place this morning between CCBC and Head Teachers across the county borough to agree the best way forward. 

We know that the increasing number of new cases, particularly the new variant of coronavirus, is causing significant concern. You may also be aware that new advice on shielding was issued before Christmas which is impacting staffing levels in our schools.

Welsh Government has today confirmed that all schools across Wales will adopt a ‘blended learning’ approach for the next two weeks, until Monday 18th January. This means that most pupils will not physically attend school, but will be provided with learning. 

However, schools will open for vulnerable learners and the children of eligible key/essential workers from Wednesday this week (6th January). Please apply via the following link:

https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/Services/Coronavirus/Emergency-school-provision-for-keyworkers
We are committed to re-introducing face to face teaching in a phased approach for all pupils after the 18th January, as soon as national and local risk assessments allow and we await further guidance in this respect. 

I will continue to keep you updated about any new developments around this issue. 

Regards

Keri Cole

Chief Education Officer 

What does this mean for us here at Coed Y Brain?

Remote Learning for most learners as we start January with learning activities at home with details on blended learning from staff via Seesaw and Google Classroom. All Caerphilly schools will do the same.
Face to face learning will potentially resume from January 18th  for some groups of learners according to our risk assessment and WG advice. Keyworker/vulnerable children may attend from this Wednesday, 6th January 2021. School will contact you.
It is our intention to open as many class bubbles as we safely can from 18th January 2021. Of course, I am still seeking further advice with the higher transmissibility of the new Covid variant,
I apologise that there is still a degree of uncertainty around the situation. Before Christmas I wrote that we are planning on blended learning all first week back in January, open to keyworker and vulnerable children from Wednesday 6th. I have received applications for keyworker places from the LA.  It is essential that we keep those bubbles as small as possible to reduce transmission risk. 
If you are a new keyworker or haven’t applied before, you will need to complete an application with the Local Authority who will centrally process your request. You can apply at educationwelfare@caerphilly.gov.uk  . Please note the school is not processing these applications but the LA. 
	When
	Who/what
	Where

	Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th January 2021
	Blended home learning for all pupils
	Seesaw, Google Classroom at home

	Wednesday 6th January 2021
	Children of keyworkers who have applied and met criteria and all pupils in SRB, children with statements attend school
	These children in school, bring in a packed lunch
Apply in advance to LA

	From Wednesday 6th January 2021
	Other pupils remote learning
	At home  

	From 18th January 2021
	Potential return if safe to do so
	On site, blended learning if not


The safety of our school community is paramount. I continue to update our risk assessment with the new WG advice and the impact of transmission, the new variant and staffing levels.  I will continue to review and update you with details as I have them. Thank you for your support and co-operation at such a demanding time.
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Mrs Smith

FAQs

I am a keyworker and I didn’t need provision for this week but I will for next week or beyond, what should I do?

Apply via LA and once processed, school will contact you for a return date.
My child attends the SRB, when do they return?

This would be Wed 6th January 2021.

I work in a school but didn’t need childcare in a hub before. Do I need to apply now?

Yes, follow the link and apply. Your child will attend their usual school.

Will school meals be available the first week in January? 

FSM pupils will receive a home delivery. Everyone who attends the first week back will need to bring in a packed lunch as the canteen will not be open.

