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18th December 2020
IMPORTANT UPDATE ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR RETURN TO SCHOOL IN JANUARY 2021
Dear Families

Thank you for your engagement with blended learning and home activities this week. You will have seen cases of Covid infection rise across our area and nationally unfortunately.  I hope you are all staying safe and well.  In my last letter to you I promised to update you about January if I hear anything.
Late yesterday an announcement came from the Welsh Government as a national directive to all schools in Wales to build in flexibility to stagger the return to schools in January 2021 in response to cases and transmission. We recognise the unpredictability of the situation. Following the Christmas easing of restrictions cases of infection are expected to rise. However we are planning ahead and reviewing risk assessments as a precaution. I wanted to share the overview with you as soon as possible.
What does this mean for us here at Coed Y Brain?

Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th January will be learning activities at home with details on blended learning from staff via Seesaw and Google Classroom. All Caerphilly schools will do the same.
Face to face learning will resume from Wednesday 6th January for some groups of learners according to safe staffing levels. Keyworker children may attend from this date.
I know families want to know and plan ahead and this uncertainty causes anxiety.  So we are asking to you be prepared for blended learning for all of that first week back in case rates are high and staffing levels suffer. This could mean pupils back by 11th January. If we can admit classes back sooner then we absolutely will.  It is our intention to open as many class bubbles as we safely can from 6th January 2021. Of course, I will not know the situation until the new year. I will contact you again on January 4th to update you.
I apologise that there is a degree of uncertainty around the situation from the 6th January but we need to deal with the situation that may arise. So to sum up, we are planning on blended learning all first week back in January, open to keyworker and vulnerable children from Wednesday 6th, rest back by 11th January or earlier if it safe to do so.  I sincerely hope it will be a full and safe return for all as quickly as possible. 

Should we find ourselves in a reduced staff situation having been to supply agencies etc we will need to prioritise how and when learners may return to school site. Children of keyworkers and any pupils who attend our Special Needs Resource Bases will be prioritised to return from Wednesday 6th January along with children who are vulnerable.
 If you are a keyworker who accessed childcare hubs in the summer, you will already be in the system.  Contact educationwelfare@caerphilly.gov.uk if your details have changed.  If you are a new keyworker or haven’t applied before, you will need to complete an application with the Local Authority who will centrally process your request. You can apply at educationwelfare@caerphilly.gov.uk  . Please note the school is not processing these applications but the LA. We advise you to apply as soon as possible. 
	When
	Who/what
	Where

	Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th January 2021
	Blended home learning for all pupils
	Seesaw, Google Classroom at home

	Wednesday 6th January 2021
	Children of keyworkers and all pupils in SRB, children with statements attend school
	These children in school, bring in a packed lunch
Apply in advance to LA

	From Wednesday 6th January 2021
	Other pupils on school site if sufficient staffing. We will know this only in January.
	On site if possible or blended home learning for certain bubbles if required.  

	By 11th January 2021
	Expected all classes back if safe to do so
	On site


FAQs

I am a keyworker when can my child return?

Apply via LA and once processed, this would be Wed 6th January 2021.

My child attends the SRB, when do they return?

This would be Wed 6th January 2021.

My child travels by taxi or the school bus. When will they be running?

This depends on transport staffing levels but we would expect from 6th January 2021 for those whose classes are open.

I work in a school but didn’t need childcare in a hub before. Do I need to apply now?

Yes, follow the link and apply. Your child will attend their usual school.

Will school meals be available the first week in January? 

FSM pupils will receive a home delivery. Everyone who attends the first week back will need to bring in a packed lunch as the canteen will not be open.
The safety of our school community is paramount. Please stay safe, keep contact to a minimum and have a safe and happy Christmas.  I look forward to seeing you all in the new year. Nadolig llawen.
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