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Coed y Brain Primary,

Llanbradach,

Caerphilly,

CF83 3LD 

Tel.:         029 20852513                                                

Dear Families, 

At Coed-Y-Brain, we are committed to empowering ambition, building resilience, nurturing confidence, and inspiring creativity in every child. Our school is a vibrant, nurturing environment where every pupil is valued, encouraged, and supported to reach their full potential.

 

We believe that education is about more than just academic success. It’s about fostering a love of learning, developing strong character, and equipping our children with the skills and mindset needed to thrive in an ever-changing world. Through an engaging and innovative curriculum, we strive to inspire curiosity, creativity, and a lifelong passion for learning.

 

Our caring and dedicated staff work tirelessly to ensure that every child feels confident and capable, empowering them to overcome challenges and develop resilience. We encourage all our pupils to dream big, aim high, and take pride in their achievements, both inside and outside the classroom.

 

At Coed-Y-Brain, we also value strong partnerships with parents and the wider community. By working together, we can ensure that our children are supported, happy, and well-prepared for the future.

 

Thank you for visiting our website. Whether you are a current parent or someone considering joining our school family, we hope you find a sense of the ambition, creativity, and care that defines Coed-Y-Brain Primary School. We look forward to being part of your child's journey to success.

Yours sincerely, 
Mrs CMWilson
Headteacher
Governing Body

Chair:                   
Mrs D Williams



   
Cllr Enright, Mrs C Wilson, Mrs Lewis, Mrs Noble
Miss Hancock, Mrs M Rees, Mr A Ager, 



Mrs S Jenkins, Mrs K Palmer, Mrs E Earley, Mrs M Yeates

.
Governors are like a Board of Directors.  They make decisions about how the school is run.  Governing Body meetings are held twice a term.

Governors are appointed to help shape the work of the school and act as a critical friend:
a) Decide what is taught, when, how – Curriculum design agreement.

b) Set standards of behaviour and expectations, following advice & guidance

c) Interview and appoint staff.

d) Decide how the school budget is spent to ensure value for money.

They have legal duties, powers and responsibilities. They can only act together, not individually.  School Governors are a) parents, b) school staff, c) Local Council Representatives, d) Community Representatives.

Parent Governors, who have a child in school, are elected by parents of the school and serve for four years. Parent Governors bring a parent’s perspective to the Governing Body, but they speak and act as individuals and not representatives.

Elections for parent Governors take place every four years unless there are resignations during the period of appointment.

The minutes of Governors meetings are available at school for anyone to read.  Information on how to become a Governor is available from the head teacher. Please get in touch if you would like to know more.

A governors’ report is issued annually. This provides parents with important information regarding the school as specified by the Welsh Government. 

The School & Staff

Coed y Brain Primary School is an English medium Primary Co-educational School catering for children in the 3 – 11 age range. Our catchment area is, Pwllypant, Llanbradach village, Cwm Las Estate and The Rise. Some children from outside this area also attend our school

The school has 10 mainstream classes from Nursery to Year 6. We also have two specialist speech and language resource/outreach bases.       
The Staff

	Head teacher
	Mrs C Wilson

	Deputy Head teacher
ALNCo
	Mrs R McDonald
Mrs S Thomas

	Teachers
	Mrs L Cooper
Mrs J Field

Mrs S Thomas

Mrs C Butcher

Mr M Davies

Mr A Morgan

Miss A Hancock

Mrs R McDonald

	Nursery Lead
	Mrs N Pesci

	Speech and Language teachers
	Miss W Huins

	
	Mrs C Haley
Mrs E Williams 

	TAs
	Mrs K Griffiths, Miss M Priday,  
Mrs K Staniland, Mrs L Saysell, 
Mrs D Hembery, 
 

	TAs Speech & Language
	Mrs N Wilson, Mrs C Hughes
Miss S Willis, Miss M Ross,


	School Clerk
	Mrs S Llewellyn

	Clerical Assistant
	Ms S Howell

	Caretaker
	Mr M Gyde

	Teacher’s Aides
	Mrs S Lewis

	Cook
	Mrs S Scone

	Mid-Day Supervisors
	Mrs G Williams, Mrs M Thomas, Miss R Edwards, Miss C Scone, Miss S Howell, Mrs L Saysell


	Useful Addresses:
	https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/contact-us/General-enquiries/Schools-and-learning


	Chief Education Officer
	Mrs Keri Cole
Caerphilly County Borough Council

Ty Penallta

Ystrad Mynach

Hengoed CF82 7PG

	Corporate Director for Education 


	Mr Richard Edmunds
Education & Lifelong Learning Directorate, Penallta House, Tredomen Park,
 Ystrad Mynach, Hengoed, 

	School Address
	Coed y Brain Primary 

School Street

Llanbradach

Caerphilly CF83 3LD



Tel: 029 20852513

Email:coedybrainprimary@sch.caerphilly.gov.uk
www.coedybrainprimaryschool.co.uk
@CYBPS on Twitter


Further Information
The school has policy documents relating to all its functions, many of these are available on the school website. Any of these documents will be provided to you either electronically or on paper if you request them.

Our latest Estyn inspection report is available from the school or it can be can be accessed via this link Coed-Y-Brain Primary School - Estyn (gov.wales)
Our Vision and Values
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Key to our vision , our success

At Coed Y Brain Primary School, we stiive to
provide _eniching and engaging _learning,
opportunitie, in and out of the classroom, to
develop the skills, knowledge and attributes
needed to be fulfilled and lead successul fives. We.
leam and grow together to become kind and
informed citizens who respect each other and make
postive choices. We promote our motto; Believe to
achieve.





Aims
Believe to Achieve
Learning and Growing Together
We at Coed y Brain Primary School aim to:

· create an inclusive and happy school where all children are treated sensitively and learn to care for each other; regardless of race, creed, gender or background; Understanding and nurturing differences and diversity is important to us.
· develop a love of learning, that will remain with pupils throughout their lives and prepare them for our rapidly changing world; CYB Lifelong Learners.
· Provide opportunities for children to develop the 4 purposes at the heart of our curriculum

develop ambitious, capable, enterprising, creative, ethically informed, healthy and confident learners, who make positive contributions to society.
· develop pupil’s ability to work independently and with others to address and solve problems;

· help pupils develop confidence in themselves and a sense of self-worth;

· enable all children to develop the ability to communicate confidently and effectively in listening, speaking, reading and writing;

· ensure that all pupils receive as full an entitlement as possible to the Curriculum; Embrace Curriculum  for Wales 
The integral skills of creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, planning, organising and reflection on personal organisation, underpin the 4 purposes and are developed within a wide range of teaching and learning here at Coed Y Brain.
· provide all children with high quality learning experiences in mathematics to ensure they acquire sound knowledge and understanding of basic facts and concepts, and how to use them;

· provide children with many and varied opportunities to develop their knowledge skills and understanding of science, technology and information technology; We also enjoy STEM learning.
· stimulate children’s interest in their local and national heritage and to help them know and understand the world in which they live; Our welsh identity and Heritage is special to us.
· provide children with many opportunities to participate in music and art and to nurture their appreciation and enjoyment of their aesthetic qualities;

· ensure that all children participate in different physical education activities provided to help them develop and maintain healthy bodies and to make pupils aware of  health issues to enable them to make informed life choices;

· help all children to develop an understanding of their own and other religions, and demonstrate respect for, and tolerance of, other people’s faiths;

· help all children to demonstrate courtesy, good manners, respect and consideration for others and their property, our environment and community; 
· welcome parents and others into the school and to encourage them to work in partnership with the teaching and support staff;

· develop the school as a key part of the local community,

· maintain a warm, clean attractive school environment;

· encourage regular attendance.

Curriculum Reform September 2022
We are very excited to implement our new curriculum in Wales from September 2022. There are useful links to the changes ahead and Curriculum for Wales links on our website.  We have a Professional Learning Plan which is helping us prepare for the changes ahead.  http://www.coedybrainprimaryschool.co.uk/curriculum/
The Curriculum for Wales  - each school develops its own curriculum, enabling their learners to develop towards the four purposes of the curriculum – the starting point and aspiration for every child and young person in Wales. The four purposes are at the heart of our curriculum. Ultimately, the aim of our curriculum is to support children to become:

· ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives

· enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work

· ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world

· healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society

      [image: image5.emf]
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The Curriculum 
The school’s curriculum has been designed with and for our CYB community.  It is responsive to the needs of our learners and takes them on their learning journey following the guidance and principles from the Curriculum for Wales and Welsh Government.  

Useful guides can be found on Hwb https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/a-new-curriculum-in-wales-a-guide-for-parents/ 
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Teaching and Learning

The school’s curriculum fulfils the requirements of the Welsh Government in all the required subjects and areas. We strive to present the curriculum in a way which is engaging and stimulating for all pupils; encouraging their development as independent learners. We are very excited by the changes ahead with you and your child.  
 

 

The school’s curriculum crosses traditional subject or discipline boundaries; a large part of children’s learning is cross-curricular; a topic on castles may for example involve children in extended literacy and numeracy work, ICT, art, music, exploring STEM ideas, world of work etc. Classes share their topic webs and plans with you so you can see what the children and staff have planned for the coming term. There is always English, maths and ICT in the plans. Some themes are more scientific or have a humanities focus but we ensure we cover the range of areas, what matters statements and skills necessary as set out by WG. We listen to learners to have their voice and ideas on what and how we learn. We like to work to a Big Idea and explore together. Sometimes because of a shared discussion our learning may take new paths. Connectedness is important for us to make sense and build together.
 

Religious Education
It is a requirement that Religious Education forms a part of every school's basic curriculum. As required by law each child takes part in a collective act of worship every day. The religious content is broadly Christian in nature; although children are taught of other faiths during the school year. We teach tolerance and acceptance. Parents have the right to ask for their Child to be exempt from religious education ‑ if this is desired, parents are asked to discuss their child's withdrawal with the Headteacher.
 

Relationships and Sexuality Education
An understanding of healthy relationships is key for our children’s safety and development.  Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) is a statutory requirement in the new Curriculum for Wales framework and is mandatory for all learners.

High quality RSE is fundamental in creating a safe school environment where learners grow and develop positive, healthy relationships for life, fostering positive attitudes towards gender diversity, equality and respectful relationships. At Coed-y-Brain Primary School, we believe all learners have the right to receive high-quality, holistic, and inclusive education about relationships and sexuality. Our policy is found on our website.
RSE in the curriculum focuses on three broad strands:

· Relationships and identity: helping learners develop the skills they need to develop healthy, safe, and fulfilling relationships with others and helping them to make sense of their thoughts and feelings.

· Sexual health and well-being: helping learners to draw on factual sources regarding their sexual and reproductive health and well-being, allowing them to make informed decisions throughout their lives.

· Empowerment, safety and respect: helping to protect learners from all forms of discrimination, violence, abuse and neglect and enabling them to recognise unsafe or harmful relationships and situations, supporting them to recognise when, how and where to seek support and advice.
UNCRC 
At Coed-y-Brain Primary School we discuss RSE in the context of children’s rights as protected by the United Nations Convention on The Rights of the Child . 
The rights below underpin and shape our RSE curriculum and school policy:
· non-discrimination (Article 2)

· be heard and involved in decision-making (Article 12)

· freedom of expression (Article 13)

· follow your own religion (Article 14)

· have privacy (Article 16)

· access information to make informed decisions (Article 17)

· not be harmed and should be looked after and kept safe (Article 19)

· experience the highest attainable health, access to health facilities, and preventative health care (Article 24)

· education that prepares children to understand others (Article 29)

· protection from sexual abuse and exploitation (Article 34)

· get special help if they have been abused (Article 39)

Everyone who works with children at Coed-y-Brain Primary School should always do what is best for each learner, as part of our Whole School Approach to RSE (Article 3).
The policy was ratified by governors in February 2019 and updated in July 2022. Parents are welcome to a copy of the policy and to view any of the materials used in teaching. http://www.coedybrainprimaryschool.co.uk/policies
 Our school fully supports the Welsh Government Period Dignity Strategy Action Plan, which aims to end the stigma and shame associated with periods.  
We will support the plan by ensuring the following: Provision of free resources, including environmentally friendly resources, that learners can access including sanitary products and pants.

Equal Opportunities
All children in the school have equal opportunities. Every effort is made to ensure that the whole curriculum is accessible to all sexes, pupils with special education needs and those from ethnic and cultural backgrounds.
Why well-being, equity and inclusion matter
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Learners have the right to the best possible health and protection from harm. Good well-being is fundamental to learners’ progress and achievement. Learners need to experience physical, psychological, emotional and social well-being in order to thrive and engage successfully with their education, society and the opportunities that life presents.

Good levels of well-being empower learners to take responsibility for their own lives and to have a positive influence on the lives of others. An equitable and inclusive school takes account of and responds to the unique challenges that present themselves to individual learners, enabling them to make good progress.

Provision, monitoring and partnerships

The school values all members of its community equally and supports them to achieve high levels of physical, psychological, social and emotional well-being. It provides high quality support for learners with additional needs and mitigates the impact of social disadvantage successfully. The school positively promotes and celebrates diversity within and beyond its community. Learners’ well-being is central to teaching and learning experiences at all times. All staff demonstrate a commitment to learners’ well-being through modelling positive behaviour and relationships.
The school ensures that learners develop a secure understanding of factors that affect their well-being and the well-being of others. It supports learners to make informed choices and decisions about matters that affect them and others.

Partnerships with parents and other agencies have a positive impact on learners’ school experience and their well-being. The school enables all learners to develop positive attitudes to learning and to make the best possible progress.

Whole School Approach to Emotional wellbeing Wellbeing
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Welsh Language/Curriculum Cymreig
Whilst the curriculum is taught through the medium of English, all children are given lessons in the Welsh language. In addition daily use of Welsh is encouraged in a variety of context throughout the school. We value our Helpwr Heddiw and are working to secure our Campus Cymraeg Bronze Award.
 

The school values its Welsh heritage and opportunities are taken throughout the curriculum to develop children’s understanding of their country and its culture.
 

The school holds a competitive Eisteddfod on St. David’s Day. Some pupils go on to compete in local and national Eisteddfodau. The school has a Criw Cymraeg and a group of pupils visit The Urdd camp at Llangrannog every year.
Languages in the new Curriculum

Learning and experience in the LLC Area aims to enable learners to communicate effectively using Welsh, English and international languages. It aims to encourage learners to transfer what they have learned about how languages work in one language to the learning and using of other languages. This multilingual and plurilingual approach is intended to ignite learners’ curiosity and enthusiasm and provide them with a firm foundation for a lifelong interest in the languages of Wales and the languages of the world; and thus to make them ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives. We are keen to forge more links and have supported welsh, Spanish, Italian and French in recent times but we are open to more!
Expressive Arts

The Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experience  spans five disciplines: art, dance, drama, film and digital media and music. Although each discipline has its own discrete body of knowledge and body of skills, it is recognised that together they share the creative process. 

Music
All our pupils experience music as part of their curriculum. We are particularly proud of our singing heritage; we have performed with both the Aber and Cwm Male Voice Choirs. Peripatetic tutors for violin and brass visit the school and many pupils benefit from these extra lessons during their time at school. There is no charge for these lessons but regular practice is a requirement. We also link with Caerphilly Music Service for whole class percussion/singing/ukulele/instrument lessons which varies year to year.
 
Health and Well-being Area of Learning and Experience provides a holistic structure for understanding health and well-being. It is concerned with developing the capacity of learners to navigate life's opportunities and challenges. The fundamental components of this Area are physical health and development, mental health, and emotional and social well-being. It will support learners to understand and appreciate how the different components of health and well-being are interconnected, and it recognises that good health and well-being are important to enable successful learning.

Sport/Physical Education
All children within the school to take part in physical education through the PE curriculum and many take advantage of the school clubs.If your child is unable to take part in PE for a health reason, would you please inform the school.
 

For games and physical education, a change of clothing is necessary. Please provide a T-Shirt and shorts, for indoor P.E. Suitable clothing (depending on the season) and appropriate footwear is needed for games. Year 4 have intensive swimming lessons during the school year usually in the summer term.
 

Coed y Brain has a good reputation for its participation in a variety of sports including; rugby, football, netball, cricket and cross-country running. Many of these feature in our extra-curricular activities at various times of the year.
 

All pupils take part in the school’s annual sports day. This is held in Llanbradach Park is a popular and enjoyable day for pupils and parents alike. We always compete in the District Sports, Legacy Games, Quad athletics and support Caerphilly Sports tournaments for cricket, cross-country, football etc.  Recently we have forged links with Cardiff City Foundation, Forces Fitness and the Skateboarding Academy.
 Additional Learning Needs ALN 
September 2021 on - as we roll out important changes for ALN Reform.
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Some children have additional learning needs.  Some have needs because they find aspects of learning difficult, some because of specific difficulties or impairments or medical reasons.  The school aims to meet the needs of these pupils through careful planning, and when appropriate, by the provision of additional support. We offer a range of provisions and work to support - universal, targeted and specialist.  Our ALNCo works with families and agencies to secure the best approach. We adopt a person centred planning approach or PCP.
Previously children had special education needs provision detailed in an Individual Education Plan (IEP) with achievable targets which helped the child to make progress. This is now changed to an IDP, Individual Development Plan if required. We use One Page Profiles to look at what is important for and to the child. We review and reflect on what is and is not working and what is needed next.
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A significant number of pupils within the school have statements of special educational needs. These pupils are subject to certain statutory requirements. Their statements are reviewed annually to ensure the provision continues to match their needs. These children may, due to their specific needs, have to have curricular modifications or adapted assessment arrangements made in order to address their needs. Moving forward some children may not have a statement but we may feel we need to issue an IDP. Other children may not need an IDP but will benefit from universal or targeted support or something very specific to meet their needs. If you have any concerns about your child please speak with us.
Assessment
Assessment should always focus on moving learning forward by understanding the learning which has already taken place and using this to ensure that each learner is challenged and supported appropriately, according to their individual learning needs.
Assessment means recognising where children have succeeded and where they need to improve and sharing this with the pupil to help them achieve this. We help work on next steps to secure learning. We assess their progress in literacy and numeracy with particular care. Pupil’s progress and attainment is measured against both the literacy and numeracy framework. We measure where the children are on entry to get a Baseline and where they are as they progress. From September 2022, National Curriculum Outcomes and Levels are going and the Curriculum for Wales means whilst National Tests remain, we can assess directly against our curriculum. 
We use these assessments:
	Literacy
PM Bench Marking
NGRT twice yearly
RWI and POPAT phonic assessments
HFW checklist - reading
NRT - personalised assessments
FP Baseline
PIVATS SRBs
Lang - Blank Level Question
HFW checklist - spelling
Spelling progress checklist RWI
Cold writing tasks
COMIT as required
Precision Teaching as required

	Maths
PTM twice a year
WRM Online assessments
NNT - personalised assessments
FP Baseline
PIVATS SRBs
Beat that Maths weekly tests

	Wellbeing
Thrive online
ELSA
PASS
FP Baseline



We assess the children’s skills and keep records of your child’s progress in all areas of the curriculum. We share these with you at two parent’s evenings in autumn and spring term and a written report at the end of the summer term. You are welcome to discuss progress or any concerns by making a further appointment if you feel the need. You will also be able to see how they are doing via information shared on Seesaw.
Homework

Talk, talk, talk and read, read, read! We encourage all parents to read with and to their children as much as possible. The school provides appropriate books and a reading record/diary. It is our aim to use homework as a means to enthuse pupils and to involve parents. 
Pupils are given a ‘Learning Log’ and a project or task – this is usually weekly. How the pupil completes the project is usually very open ended and down to the child’s choice and interest. Your child may also bring home phonics, spellings, tables or specific activities linked to their classwork.
Distance Learning

When we can’t be in school with face to face learning like during the Covid 19 lockdown, we learn remotely. We use Google Classroom and Seesaw as our main platforms. Classteachers send the link and explain everything so learners can continue their learning at home. We work in collaboration with parents so that some work is online and some is away from screens with home tasks. We expect all learners to engage and can support access.
The School Day 

Nursery Pupils

The local authority only funds nursery places on a part time basis. 

Pupils attend morning or afternoon nursery:  Depending on numbers we may offer mornings or afternoons only.
Morning Session:      8:45 am - 11:15 am

Foundation Phase - Infant 

 Key Stage 2 - Junior
Morning Session 8:45am-12:00pm.     
Morning Session 8:45am-12:20pm

Afternoon Session 1:00pm -3:00pm   
Afternoon Session 1:00pm-3.00pm.

At Foundation Phase your child will have a total of 4hrs 20mins of teaching time a day.  

At Key Stage 2 your child will have a total of 4hrs 45mins of teaching time a day.

This excludes assembly which is held daily, morning and afternoon break times and registration time. During break time children are supervised in the yard by teachers and at lunchtimes are cared for by midday supervisors under the Headteacher's direction.

The school term and holiday dates for 2022/23 are as follows: School term dates
Autumn Term 2024
· Term starts Monday 2 September 2024
· Half term starts Monday 28 October 2024
· Half term ends Friday 1 November 2024
· Term ends Friday 20 December 2024
Spring Term 2025
· Term starts Monday 6 January 2025
· Half term starts Monday 24 February 2025
· Half term ends Friday 28 February 2025
· Term ends Friday 11 April 2025
Summer Term 2025
· Term starts Monday 28 April 2025
· Half term starts Monday 26 May 2025
· Half term ends Friday 31 May 2025
· Term ends Friday 21 July 2025
Autumn Term 2025
· Term starts Monday 1 September 2025
· Half term starts Monday 27 October 2025
· Half term ends Friday 31 October 2025
· Term ends Friday 19 December 2025
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Parents are informed in advance of INSET days. The dates of school events and excursions are also communicated to parents well in advance by letter and/or text message. In 2024/25 there are 6 INSET.
In the event of the school having to be closed due exceptional circumstances e.g. inclement weather, parents will receive a text message or consult the CCBC website at https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/Services/Schools-and-learning/Schools,-term-dates-and-closures.aspx
Monday 2nd September 2024 is an INSET day and closed to pupils. Other dates will follow.
Admissions

The school’ Admissions policy is that of the Local Education Authority. Full details and explanations are available from the school or accessed via this link www.caerphilly.gov.uk/startingschoolbooklet
Parents are encouraged to visit the school prior to making application for their children; they can be assured of a warm welcome.

Children within the defined catchment area may be admitted to nursery class shortly after their third birthday should their parents wish it. 

Visits are arranged for parents and pupils intending to join the school. This gives an opportunity for you to meet us and us to meet you.

Pupils With Disabilities

The school is mindful of the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act and in keeping with its ethos of inclusion and policies on Equal Opportunities will do all within its power to accommodate pupils with disabilities. Significant adaptations have been made to the buildings over recent years.  Usually we all work together to make enough adaptations for it to work smoothly. We are proud of this.
Even though every reasonable effort will be made, if we are facing a challenge we cannot overcome then in these circumstances, the local authority will work with parents, to arrange the most appropriate alternative provision.

The school has policies and plans for pupils with disability. 

Absences

If your child is absent, please inform us as early as possible. The easiest way to do this is via a phone call as we have a simple absence line or email to cybpa@caerphilly.gov.uk 

In the interests of safety, the school operates a first day calling policy. If we have not received a reason for absence we will text and/or phone you.  We work with the Education Welfare Service to support families to improve attendance.
Holidays during term-time should be avoided. The Headteacher may authorise absence from school for family holiday reasons to a maximum of ten school days per school year, subject to your child’s attendance being satisfactory i.e. over 95% over the preceding 12 months. Holidays during term time are discouraged.  Except in very exceptional circumstances the headteacher will not authorise holidays as set out in our attendance policy (available on our website). Holiday absence application forms are available from the school office. Please inform us and avoid unauthorised absences.  Persistent absenteeism can result in losses for your child and consideration of Fixed Penalty Notices.
Complaints

At Coed y Brain we pride ourselves on our relationships with parents. If you have a concern please speak with the classteacher in the first instance.  If any reason to complain please see the headteacher; issues are almost always resolved at this stage. 

If you do not feel that your complaint has been resolved to your satisfaction, you can progress your complaint further. Complaint forms are available on our website or you may ask for one at the office.

Class Organisation and Age Ranges
Classes at Coed y Brain Primary according to National Curriculum terminology are:

Early Years Foundation Phase 

Nursery  
Age  3 - 4
  



 

Reception
Age 4 - 5

Year 1

Age 5 - 6

Year 2

Age 6 –7

KS2 -

Age  7 - 8 years  -  Year 3

Age  8 - 9 years  -  Year 4

Age  9 - 10 years  - Year 5           

Age 10 - 11 years  -  Year 6

Usually, our classes contain mixed age groups. Mixed age group classes are very common. Education research, indicates that pupils in these classes, do no worse (or better) than their counterparts in single age group classes. This is because, even though they are in the same class, pupils are taught appropriately for their age and ability. There is no element of unnecessary repetition of work that older children would have covered in the previous years. 

For the most part teachers are responsible for teaching the whole curriculum to their class. Teachers other than the class teacher and learning support assistants may also be involved in your child’s education. This is to maximise the expertise we have available.

Transition Arrangements

Joining Key Stage 2 – most children who join us at key stage 2 transfer from Cwm Glas Infants School as well as here at CYB. During their last year in Foundation Phase, children from both schools take part in joint activities that intensify as the year goes on. These activities culminate in joint visit and project during the summer term. The pupils present the work from this project at Coed y Brain to an audience of parents.  Where the pandemic has interrupted this we have moved to online links to maintain our connections.
Moving to Key Stage 3 – when the time comes, the majority of our children transfer to the Lewis Schools or beyond. Occasionally, parents chose other local secondary schools. Our pupils spend days at their new schools during the Summer Term. The visits introduce them to new staff, new friends and new experiences. In addition, staff and pupils from the receiving schools visit us at Coed y Brain to speak with our pupils. Most pupils look forward confidently to starting in their new school. Occasionally, pupils may be nervous or apprehensive; when this is the case we provide a support group and work closely with the receiving school. Where needed we arrange enhanced transition.
Speech and Language Special Resource Bases (SRBs) – a large number of pupils enter and leave the SRBs. We work closely with the ‘main school’ and parents, for both these events, ensuring that pupils have a smooth and well supported transition. 

Extra-Curricular Activities

Throughout the year the school provides a variety of extra-curricular activities. Those planned for this year include:

Sporting Activities - netball, football (with Cardiff City), cross-country running, athletics and rugby, Forces Fitness Fun Days.

Clubs – football, netball, ICT, cross country, athletics, musical theatre, Zumba, cookery, eco and various Urdd activities (with the focus on The Urdd Eisteddfod), Science, choir, craft, Spanish etc.

Clubs generally take place between 3 and 4pm. We will make you aware as and when they take place. All activities will comply with our school risk assessments.
Us, You and the Community

Home School Links
We welcome parents at the school.  You may wish to visit to discuss your child. If so I would ask you to make an appointment to ensure that the member of staff you wish to see is available. 

There will be many opportunities for you to visit the school, Covid measures permitting! At various times; you may well:

· attend an open day/garden party

· come to a special class assembly

· enjoy a Christmas or summer concert

· support our Summer Fete or Christmas Enterprise Fayre

· help us in our charitable work, such as Macmillan coffee morning

· cheer on the competitors in Sports Day and other sports events

· dress up warm for the Llanbradach Christmas Lantern parade
· FACT events – Families And Children Together where we invite you to events organised by your child and their teacher in their class or in our grounds

· Seesaw app (see permissions) allows us to send you regular communications and photos of our daily activities.
Home School Agreement
Our Home-School Agreement has been created to support our partnership. The agreement is contained in the Starter Pack that parents of new pupils receive. We require all parents to sign this agreement at the time of their child’s entry to the school. The contents of the agreement clarify what you may expect of us and us of you.

Community Links

We value our links and partnership with the local community. Community Councillors work with us to strengthen our links with our twin town of Ploubezre in Brittany. We enjoy our close links with the community council who have supported us with playground game top tables and with whom we have planted wildflowers in the local area. 
We have links with our local Chapel to celebrate important Christian festivals and our pupils are proud to represent us at the Remembrance Sunday service each year. 
Bev Coggan our Police Community Officer works closely with the school to organise a variety of events. Her colleague PC Maddley provides sessions to help pupils keep safe and to develop as responsible, caring members of the community.  

We welcome and encourage parental involvement and practical help given to the school, such as library work, school events or sharing interests with the children.
	This year we have established fabulous links with PlayWorks:The Meadows where we have taken children in small groups using Caerphilly minibus hire to explore the local farm and enjoy the interactive animal experience. 

Mrs Hamling and Mrs Jenkins are our Community Champions who have helped with this and with our contributions to A Dog’s Trust, Snoopy Dog’s Trail.  If you’d like to link with us then please get in touch.

We often use the local environment to enhance our learning and ask you to complete a permission to utilise this at the start of the year so that we can take full advantage of opportunities that arise.

We like to take full advantage of visits to the Llanbradach library at the end of the road as well as litter picking in the community.
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Over the years, the PTA has supported a number of successful events each term.  Please join us and bring fresh ideas.  This is an area where school and home can join together for pupils’ benefit.

Pupil Behaviour

We are proud to receive many compliments from various sources of the excellent standard of behaviour of our pupils. Our emphasis is upon self-discipline and we require all pupils to behave in a kind, courteous and considerate manner towards each other, towards staff and to others, both within and outside school. Our Behaviour Policy is designed to celebrate and promote good behaviour. There are a number of incentives used to encourage this good behaviour. Our school rules are very simple:

1.
Be ready.

2.
Be respectful.

3.
Be safe

When behaviour falls short of expectation, we have a range of appropriate sanctions are available. If behaviour concerns continue we involve parents at an early stage. An agreed approach and working together is often the key to solving these issues. We promote safety and belonging. We work in a restorative approach rather. We offer pupils to think over their choices. As parents and teachers we help them co-regulate their emotions so that they can self-regulate them.
Sometimes a change in a child’s behaviour is linked to something outside the school. This could be a new baby in the family, a bereavement or change at home. If this is the case please inform us.  We take restorative approaches rather than punitive for longer lasting change.
School Uniform

At Coed y Brain we have a uniform colour scheme which enables the children to have a sense of belonging to our school family.  We ask for your co‑operation in ensuring that your child wears the school colours.

The colour scheme is a combination of red, white, grey and black. Uniform is available from our local supplier Ruggerbug. 
https://www.ruggerbug.co.uk/product-category/schoolwear/coed-y-brain-primary/
Items of clothing are frequently mislaid.  Please mark all clothing with your child's name as this enables us to return clothing to its rightful owner. We have lots of spare uniform and would love to get these beloved items to a new home.  If you could support us to reuse these items and save waste we would love to hear from you.
Grants are available to support uniform, equipment, sports kit and kit for activities outside of school for your child. See https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/Services/Schools-and-learning/Travel,-grants-and-funding/Pupil-Development-Grant-(PDG)-Access
School Meals 
School meals - These represent a balanced diet. They are prepared in our own kitchen and are served in the Dining Room. A menu is on display in the Dining Room or available at http://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/Services/Schools-and-learning/School-dinners-and-breakfast-clubs/Menus-and-prices
If for any reason (religious or medical) your child requires a special diet, please contact us. During 21/22 meals cost £2.10 per day or £10.50 per week. Parents' co-operation is sought for our Cashless Catering System. Meals must be paid for in advance. We can share how it works when you join. You have a code, you top up is it in essence! From September our youngest pupils will all receive free school meals as set out in the commitment from the Welsh Government. Reception will start first and then the rest of the children in Foundation Phase/Infants will follow. As we get the updates we will share with you. The following year, this will then include junior aged children.
Written Statement: Extending Free School Meal entitlement to all primary school children (17 December 2021) | GOV.WALES
Packed Lunch - Children may bring their own midday meal. We encourage healthy lunch boxes as we are a Healthy School. Lunch boxes must not contain, sweets, large bars of chocolate or fizzy drinks.

Going Home for Dinner – Please inform us if your child is to go home for lunch. All pupils must be collected by an authorised adult.

Free School Meals - Free school meals are available for those on some benefits but this is expanding.  If you think that you qualify ask for a form at school.
Breakfast Club -  The school operates a Breakfast Club.  This opens at 8:00am. Pupils are provided with a healthy breakfast and are properly supervised. A variety of activities are provided to keep children occupied.  Breakfast Club is open to all pupils from Nursery onwards.  Pupils do not have to attend for the whole session or every day.  If you would like your child to attend, a form is available from the school office.
Note during Covid 19 restrictions breakfast club did not run due to bubble mixing risks. We are now fully open and would advise you if for any reason BC could not run.  
Keeping Safe and Well

Child Protection/ Children who are Looked After
The school is committed to the highest standards of Safeguarding/Child Protection. The Headteacher (Mrs C Wilson) is the Child Protection Designate and the Deputy Head Teacher (Mrs R McDonald) is the Shadow Designate. There is a governor with special responsibility for Child Protection and this is Mrs D Williams. All are trained appropriately.  All school staff have received training. Contact information is displayed outside the school office.  

The head teacher has designated responsibility for Children who are Looked After. This includes ensuring that Children who are Looked After have personal educational plans that are reviewed annually in partnership with other agencies. 

Walking Home 

At the end of the school day we only release Foundation Phase pupils to authorised adults.  Junior pupils are dismissed from classes and we expect them to met by an authorised adult at the exit gates unless in exceptional circumstances you have contacted us and we have a written agreement in place. Our latest adopted Safeguarding Policy states that:

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents and the NSPCC both recommend that no one under 16 years of age should be left to care for a younger child. Whilst there is no minimum age set in law, our school will implement suggested guidance and not routinely release younger children who require collection to anyone under the age of 16.  Individual requests to consider a variation to this policy will be considered on its merits and clearly recorded; a parental signature will be required.  Without an appropriate authorising signed request, the school will adhere to the guidance as listed above. 
Healthy Schools
At Coed y Brain we take a proactive approach to pupils’ health.  We have been an accredited Healthy School for many years.  We operate a Fruit Tuckshop for the whole school. Foundation Phase pupils pay £1 at the start of each week and receive a portion of fruit per day. Junior pupils pay daily 20p - per piece of fruit. Thanks to community links with Morrisons we also have additional fruity items or cereal bars at some times.
We encourage physical activity during pupils play times. Both playgrounds have an adventure trail. At lunchtime play leaders and supervisors can organise active games.

Health and Safety

The health and safety of your child is of paramount importance to us. The school has an allocated qualified Health and Safety Officer who works at the school at least once a month. We go to lengths to ensure that we provide a safe and healthy environment.  

Injuries at School 

There are several qualified first aiders on the school staff. Most staff have received first aid training. Should your child be taken ill or suffer a significant injury we will make every effort to contact you. Should this not be possible we will act in the best interests of the child. If your child sustains any injury to the head (however minor) we will automatically send you a text. 

Jewellery can increase the likelihood of injury. Pupils are only permitted to wear a watch and if ears are pierced only studs should be worn.

Chronic Illness

If your child has a chronic illness that requires on-going medication you will need to visit school and discuss a plan with the school nurse and the head teacher. If required a ‘Care Plan’ will be produced.

Short Term Illness 

When medication is required for short term illness, parents should endeavour to give all doses at home. If this is not possible parents must complete and sign the appropriate ‘School Medical Form’ authorising us to administer the medication. 

ALL medication (prescribed and otherwise) must be delivered and collected from the school office by an adult.

Asthma – In accordance with the local authority advice parents of pupils with asthma should complete the ‘School Asthma Card’. Following this pupils may keep ventolin pumps in their classroom.

Keeping in Contact 
If there are any changes of contact details, including telephone, address, doctors, etc from your original entry form please inform us to ensure our records are accurate.  Please sign up to school Seesaw accounts.  This has been invaluable with our contact during home and distance learning.
Texting Service

We use a texting system that enables us to contact parents more efficiently. This removes the need to send large number of letters; this helps save money and the environment. We only use the text service for non-urgent information such as, dates for your diary, school visits, etc. To ensure that you remain informed please let us know if there is a change to your mobile number. We are sorry but the system only allows us to send texts to one contact per pupil.

School Security

The school grounds are entirely surrounded by wall and fence and during the school day all gates are locked. Entry is via 4 gates across the sites for the nearest to your child’s class. If you need the office then entry is via the central pedestrian gate that is equipped with audio/visual monitoring that is controlled by the school office. All entrances to the school buildings are kept locked during teaching times: this allows us to control unauthorised entry to the buildings. All visitors to the school will need, in the first instance to report to the school clerk in the upper building.  Due to Covid 19 restrictions, the school has designated drop off and pick up points at different marked gates. At this time, we are admitting pupils only with adults/visitors by appointment only so that we can track contacts.
No pupil may leave the premises without permission during the school day.  At the end of the school day we only release Foundation Phase pupils to authorised adults.  Junior pupils are dismissed from class and make their way to the bus room or make their way home in the manner agreed with their parents. Most parents wait at the designated exits to meet their child. Please note the safeguarding policy does not routinely permit junior children to walk home at the end of the day. Written requests are sought if this is something you wish to consider.
Please arrive at the gates for each class at 08.45 (unless going to Breakfast Club).  Staff are available to receive children from 08.35 to 08.45 in the mornings on the yards.  This prevents crowding and eases traffic flow. It gives children a chance to meet friends before school.
Other Information

School Transport
Travelling by Bus - Most children from Pwllypant and The Rise come to school on the bus.  An escort is provided by the LA. During the journey children must sit - and remember that seat belts are compulsory.

Bus Times:

Pwll-y-Pant

8:20am

The Rise

8:30am

Commrades Club
8:34am

Wingfield

8:36am

Departs School
3.10pm 

All times are approximate and we recommend that children are waiting for the bus 5 minutes before the expected time.
You need to apply to CCBC if you are eligible for this service.

https://www.caerffili.gov.uk/Services/Schools-and-learning/School-transport/School-travel?lang=en-GB
School travel - Children aged 4 - 18 years (Reception to year 13)

These passes apply to children aged 4 - 18 years (Reception to year 13).

To receive free travel to school:

· You must reside within Caerphilly County Borough Council.

· You must be registered with council tax as residing at the property from which you are applying for transport.

· Your child must attend his/her 'relevant' school. The relevant school is the catchment or nearest school.

· For children in primary education the distance between your home and the school must be more than one and a half miles – the distance being measured by the nearest available walking route.

· For all other pupils  the distance between the home and the school must be more than two miles – the distance being measured by the nearest available walking route.

There is sometimes the chance of a concessionary place on the bus if not all spaces are taken as eligible passes.  Parents need to contact transport and apply each year to enquire about a concessionary place.  School will not be able to allow children to use the bus unless they are on the Council list for safety purposes.

Telephone

01443 864841 / 01443 864912

Travelling by Car – If you bring or collect your child from school by car please remember that the zig‑zag lines outside school are for children's safety.  Please do not stop on them, however briefly. The village car park is two minutes’ walk away.

The School Fund
The school fund contains money raised through fund raising activities and donations. The use of the fund is strictly regulated; it is used purely for the benefit of pupils. 

The fund is regularly used to subsidise trips and school events such as visiting theatre companies. Occasionally the school identifies a project such as an adventure trail for the yard or ICT equipment. Fund raising is then targeted towards these goals.

The School Charging Policy

Many school activities, especially educational visits, are only possible with parental financial support. Regulations state that such activities held during school hours should be available to all pupils regardless of parents' ability or willingness to help meet the cost.  However, additional funding is not always available from central resources to finance these worthwhile activities that enhance the curriculum.

We can only continue to arrange these visits if voluntary contributions are made to cover costs incurred.

Toilet Facilities

The school has separate toilet facilities in the Junior buildings and shared facilities in the Foundation Phase building. The school has an accessible toilet. All facilities are well maintained by the cleaning staff and the caretaker on a daily basis. All facilities are routinely spot checked by a local authority employed person.  
Our School National Curriculum Assessment Results

There is no longer a requirement to report on NC assessment for Y2 and Y6.  Families received end of year written reports which in July 2022 include whether KS2 children are working at, below or above expected levels.  The results of national reading and numeracy tests are shared with families as the WG personailised assessments each year.

Starter Forms

Please ensure when you join us you complete our starter pack so we have all medical information, contact details and essential consent and preferences.  A copy is on our website and available from the office.

Many thanks. We look forward to working with you as part of our CYB Community.
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