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11th December 2020
URGENT UPDATE ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT WEEK

Dear families

What a week or two it has been!  I have spoken to many of you as we have had 2 positive cases of Covid 19 which has resulted in 2 classes and bus pupils having to self isolate as a precaution.  Thank you for your understanding as we then moved to blended distance learning and for the concern to the positive individuals who are both thankfully doing well.

I am grateful to staff who have been providing online lessons to children some of whom still have the rest of the class in school. Many thanks to you for your support.
Yesterday the Welsh Government announced that all secondary schools and colleges would move to online learning from Monday 14th December, with no face to face on site learners as part of a ‘national effort to reduce transmission of coronavirus’ Education Minister Kirsty Williams confirmed. https://gov.wales/secondary-schools-and-colleges-wales-will-move-online-learning-monday-part-national-effort-reduce 

Caerphilly rates of the virus and cases are a concern for us all for the health, wellbeing and learning of our pupils and the impact on families and our community.

Caerphilly have announced today that in an attempt to help reduce transmission across the borough that primary schools and special schools will move to 3 days blended learning not 2 next week.  I have discussed the situation and the gravity that faces us with the impact of school closures on our children with our Chair of Governors and have decided in light of the stark case rate data that we will need to make immediate changes to next week. I do not make these changes lightly.
Monday 14th December will be the last day of school site learning. We will then offer blended learning online at home for 3 days and be closed on Friday 18th for an INSET Day.

What will happen next week?

Monday 14th December 2020 – school open to pupils for face to face learning (unless your child is unwell or still required to self isolate)

Tuesday 15th December – Blended online learning, at home
Wednesday 16th December – Blended online learning, at home

Thursday 17th December – Blended online learning, at home

Friday 18th December - School closed INSET Day.  No online learning. Stay safe at home.
Why such short notice?

The decision for close secondary schools came yesterday from WG.  In his advice to the Education Minister yesterday, the Chief Medical Officer recommended that a move to ‘online learning should be implemented for secondary school pupils as soon as is practicable.’ The decision to increase blended learning days to 3 in primary school was announced by Caerphilly today.  I have chosen to utilise an INSET day as well to protect learners and staff now and allow for more contact teaching time with our children later in the year when we hope that prevalence and rates are lower.

I am aware that changes like this impact families with childcare demands and concerns. The move to online learning in secondaries has also impacted on my staffing levels.  I would have liked to have given more notice but things have moved very quickly since the WG announcement yesterday and case rate increases.

What will happen in January?

At the moment we are planning on fully reopening on January 4th 2021 with face to face learning.  If the Welsh Government make any changes or recommendations to move to blended learning then I will contact you straight away.  As before I communicated the plans via Seesaw, Teachers2Parents texts and the website.  I want to be as clear as possible to keep our children safe and learning.

Free School Meals will be delivered for 3 days next week. See Letter from Keri Cole, Chief EducationOfficer.

For some learners their period of self isolation will end and they will need to move to online/home learning without a return to school.  We cannot break the self isolation rules.

I know this announcement will cause concern for some and relief for others who were trying to shield vulnerable households. Many of you had already informed that your preference was for home learning next week.
The safety of my school community is paramount. Please stay safe, keep contact to a minimum and have a safe and happy Christmas.  I look forward to working with such a strong and supportive team next week and into the new year, whatever 2021 may bring.

Many thanks.
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Mrs Smith


